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This piece intends above else to give expression to the feeling of wrath that has taken
possession of thousands of informed and politically aware citizens who over the last few days
have been impotent witnesses of the degeneration, speculation, demagogy and cynicism that
reign unchecked, unrestrained, unashamed. It is a symptom of our times. Every now and then
along comes an event, this time a particularly tragic one as is the murder of a school student,
suddenly and briefly to illuminate, like a lightning, the ease with which this country can fall
apart socially and politically. A death foretold, that might have happened anytime in the area
of endemic violence defined by Exarchia and the raped asylum of adjacent university
buildings.

I will not discuss the political crisis, it is there for all to see. The government has ceased to
govern, allowing us to glimpse the damage it has caused to the state machinery. The crisis
has been handled by incurably guilt-ridden right-wingers who still feel to be “grandsons of
Gotzamanis™. The party system organised nine separate demonstrations in three days to
“honour” the dead, as if the honour were a condolescence card that everyone sign by
themselves. Genuine and widespread emotion was cut to pieces by low politics.

What we have been experiencing is not the product of the crisis. It precedes the crisis. It is
the wave of a “tsounami” whose epicentre is the humiliating loss of authority of the main
institutions over the last years, one after the other: the judiciary, the church, universities and
the entire state education, public services. And with them, the political/party/media system, as
well as the dominant ideology of the historical Left. In other words, whatever might produce
governability, security, and a compass. The wave reached and flooded the ducts of a society
constantly living in conditions of covert tension. Not because it has been impoverished, or
because it has suffered a sharp rise in inequality. The eruption we observe is not of that kind.
Rather, the tension stems from the perception that out affluence is fragile, from the anxiety of
an actual or imminent descent in social status and purchasing power, from the experience of
small (for the time being) social embarrassments, and without doubt from the fact that upward
mobility has for most people been blocked. From the realisation that the consent we all gave
in the past to the combination of private affluence and public poverty has now turned against
us with a vengeance.

The wave has reached into the inner circle of the Greek family. The place where the great
social and economic contradictions of our “model of development” were until now smoothed
over. “Smoothed over” so to speak. In reality, the “intergenerational bargain” it has struck
operates at the expense of younger generations. The young are for too long denied the
means to become independent (a job, satisfactory education, supportive social policies); in
exchange of that, their parents prolong their “protection”. For low- and middle-income groups,
this amounts to the extension of a precarious, open-ended participation in consumer society.
However, the highest cost paid by the young is not socio-economic but psychological. Our
society denies them the possibility to grow up smoothly, provides them with expectations
without realism, with rights without obligations, with gain without pain, with choice without
constraints. If the young realised the cost of the “intergenerational bargain” in terms of
prolonged dependence, they would be truly infuriated.

In spite of the diffuse “youthophilia”, the “movement” we see today does not express, nor
originates from, this impasse but is merely its socioeconomic pathology. It would be dramatic
if we were to politicise the younger cohorts of school students according to the codes of the
Exarchia underground, in the belief that restoring channels of communications today would
place us in an influential position tomorrow. This is already quite evident. Do we really intend
to “politicise” an entire generation with the impression that the state is the police department?

' Gotzamanis was the man responsible for the “accidental” killing in 1963 of George Lambrakis, left-wing
MP and peace activist.



That the quintessence of a political conscience is the apolitical, almost fascist chant “cops,
pigs, murderers”?

We are experiencing the eruption of a politically traumatised society that accumulated
tensions even before the current crisis. Before we return to the political “business as usual”,
before we submit ourselves to the populists in the mass media who have put on the disguise
of the “radical critic of the system”, let us take advantage of the brief flash of the lightning in
order to realise the full magnitude of our decline and the costs of the generalised demagogy.
Because hard times are around the corner, as the impact of the world economic crisis is only
now beginning to be felt. The left-wing stereotype notwithstanding, crises often act as
disciplinary forces, confirm the power of the powerful and the weakness of the weak. Among
many other things, the dramatic events of recent days have demonstrated the need to open
the debate on a policy for youth together with that on social policy, the need to create a social
safety net, and to guarantee a minimum income as the lower bound of the social cost of any
crisis.

At least, this way the mourning, the devastation and the rage of impotence on the part of the
overwhelming majority will not have been in vain.
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Autd TO ypamTd BéAel va civalr TIpiv atm’ OAa €KQPACN TOU OUVAIOBRUATOG OPYAS TTOU
OlaKaTEXEI XINIADEG, EVAUEPOUG, TTOMNITIKOTTOINUEVOUG TTONITEG, TTOU TIG TEAEUTAIEG NUEPES
TTapakoAouBoUlv avriuTTIopol TOV EKQUAICHO, TN OTTEKOUAQ, TN dnuaywyia Kal Tov Kuvioud va
BaaoiAetouv xwpi¢ avTioTdoelg, Xwpic epayuolg, xwpic aidw. Eival cUPTITwpa Twv Kaipwy.
KdBe 1600 épxeTanl éva yeyovog, auThiv Tn @opd 18iaitepa Tpayikd 6TTwg n doAogovia Tou
MabnTA, yia va QwTioEl oav aoTpaTTh, a@VIKA Kail yia Aiyo, TNV EUKOAia PE TNV oTToia YTTOpEi
va odnynBei 010 TTOAITIKO- KOIVWVIKO {exapBaAwpa auTh n xwpa. @davartog mpoayyeAbeig, TTou
MTTOpOUCE va GUUBEi OTTOTEDNTIOTE GTOV XWPO TNG £vONUIKAG Biag o oTroiog opileTal ammod Ta
E&dpxeia kal TO CUANPEVO GCUAO TwV OUOPWY TTAVETTIOTNHUIAKWY KTIpiWwV.

Agv Ba pINjow yia Tnv TTONITIKA Kpion, Tn PAémoupe. Mia kuBépvnon TTou €xel TTAWEl va
KuBepvd a@rvovtag pag va douue Tn @Bopd TTOU £xEl TTPOKOAECEI OTO EC0WTEPIKO TWV
KPOTIKWV Pnxaviopwyv. Mia diaxeipion g kpiong atmmd abepdrreuta evoyikoug &e€loug TTou
aiocBdvovtal averravopbwrta «egyyovoi Tou [Kotfapdvn». ‘Eva koupartikdé oloTnua TTou
opydvwaoe evvéa EeXWPIOTEG DIAdNAWOEIG PEOQ OE TPEIG NUEPES YIA VA «TIUAOEI» TOV VEKPO.
>av n TiyR va ATav cUNUTINTAPIO UTTIAIETO TTou TO uTToypd@el 0 KaBévag povog Tou. H
MIKPOKOMMOTIKY) TTONITIKA TEMAXIOE WG Kal TV KOIVWVIKY ouyKivnon.

Auté TTou ricape kal Coupe dev gival ETTITITWON TNG Kpiong. lMNMponyeital TG Kpiong. Eival 1o
KUMO €VOG «TOOUVAMI» TTOU €XEl WG ETTIKEVTPO TNV KPION aUBEVTIAS Twv KEVTPIKWY BEGUWY TTOU
ZepmIAioTnkav Ta TeAeuTtaia xpovia. O évag petd Tov AAAov. AikaaTikd ouoTtnua, EkkAnaoia,
MavemoTtAuia kai Anuooia Exmaideuon, Koivwvikég YTnpeoieg. Madi QuOIKA Kal TO TTOAITIKO-
KOMMATIKO-UIVTIOKO oUoTnua, OTTWwG Kal n KpaTtouoa 10eoAoyia TnG 10TOPIKAG ApPIOTEPAG.
Omnoénmore  dnAadfy  umopoloe va  TTapaydyel  KuBepvNOoIPOTNTA, AcQ@AAEld  Kal
TpocavaTtoAioud. To KUua AoITTov £gTace Kal TTANPPUPIcE GAOUG TOUG TTOPOUG WIAG KOIVWVIaG
Tou (eI 0e ouvbnAkeg uttofdokouaag évraong. Oxi yiati @Twxuve Eaevika 1 yiaTi Biwoe pia
duofdoTakTn 6guvaon Twv aviooTATWV. Agv (oUue TO EEoTTaoua pIag TéTolag Kolvwviag. H
évraon Tnyadel ammd 1 diaicbnon Tou €UBpPAUCTOU TNG €UPApPEIAg, aTTd TNV EPTTEIpIA YIaG
TIPOYHATIKAG | TNV aywvia piag mOavAG KATaVOAWTIKAG- KOIVWVIKAG UTToRABuIoNg, atmd 1o
Biwpa PIKpWY TTPOG TO TTAPOV «TASIKWY EKTTECHWVY KAl OTTWOOATIOTE OTTO TO PTTAOKGPIoUA
TNG avodIKAG KIVNTIKOTNTAG yia Toug TTOAAOUG. ATTO Tn cuveidntotroinon 6Tl n ouvaiveon TTou
oMol dwoaue oTov ouvduaouod 101WTIKOU TTAOUTIONOU Kal dNUOCIOG GTWXEING, YUPVAEl Twpa
KAl Jag eKBIKEITAl.

To kUpa £@QTOCE KAl OTO €OWTEPIKO TNG €AANVIKAG olkoyévelag. Ekei Ommou w¢g Twpa
€EOPOAUVOVTAl Ol PEYAAEG OIKOVOUIKEGKOIVWVIKEG QVTIQACEIG TOU «UOVTEAOU QVATITUENGY.
E€opaAUvovTal TpOTToG Tou Aéyelv. 2TnVv oudia TTPOKeITal yia évav «Olayeveakd oupBiBacud»
TTOU €xEl EMTEUXOEI €16 BAPOG TWV VEWV. O1 véol aTepoUVTal £TTI JAKPOV TA PETT AQUTOVOUNONHG
TOUG aTmd TOUG YOVEIC (epyacia, IKAVOTTOINTIKN EKTTAIOEUCT, UTTOOTNPIKTIKEG KOIVWVIKEG
TTONITIKEG) KAI OI YEVIEG TWV YOVEWV «avTaTTOdidoUV» YE TNV TTApATOoN TNG «TTpooTaciacy. Na
TO MEYOAUTEPO PEPOG TWV XOUNAWYV- PECAIWY OTPWHATWY, TTPOKEITAI YIO ThV TTOPATACN HIAG
ETTITTAAOTNG CUUPETOXAG OTNV KATOVOAWTIKN KOIVwVia PE AyvwaoTo PéANov. To peyaAuTepo
OUWG KOOTOG TTOU TTANPWVOUV Ol VEOI BEV €ival OIKOVOMIKO- KOIVWVIKO aAAG wuxoloyiké. H
KOlvwvia TwV «deYAAWVY» Toug oOTepei TN duvatdtnTta OMAAAg evnAikiwong, Toug divel
TIPOCOOKIEG XWPIG PEAAIOHUO, JIKAIWMPATA XWPEIG UTTOXPEWOEIG, KATAvAAwan xwpic pox6o,
QUTATTATEG ETTIAOYWV XWwpPig opioBeTroelg. Av o1 véol KaTaAdBaivav To KOGTOG TTOU TTANPWVOUV
otov «Olayeveakd oupPiBacud» pe TNV TTapdtacn Tng €Edptnong, Oa  eCopyiovrav
TTpayuatiké. Ze Teiopa TG dIAXUTNG «VEOAAYVEIAG», TO «Kivnua» TTou BAETTOUNE OuEPa dEV
eKQPAdel oute TTNYdadel amd autAv Tn OUOKOAN veoAalioTikn katdoTtaon. Mpdkeral yia tnv
KOIVWVIKOTTONITIKF) TTaBoyEveld Tou. Oa ATav PJOKPOTTPOBeoua dpauaTikd Ol VEWTEPES YEVIEG
Twv [Nupvaoiwv kal Twv Aukeiwy va TTOMITIKOTTOINBoUV pe BAon Toug KWOIKEG Twv Egapyeiwv
KAl TWV «PTTAXOAGKNOwWV», Bewpwvtag 6Tl £T01 B ATTOKATACTACOUNE TPOTTOUG ETTIKOIVWVIAG



Kal  PeANOVTIKOU  eTTnpeacpol. To  BAémoupe NAdOn  umpooTd  pag.  Ofloupe  va
KTTONITIKOTTOINOOUME» MIO YEVIA PE TNV eVIUTTIWON OTI To KpdTtog eival To AoTuvopikd TuAua;
OT1 n TTeyTITOUCIA TNG TTONITIKAG €ival TO OTTOAITIKO, OXEBOV PACIOTIKO «UTTATOOI, youpouvia,
OoAoOVOIY;

ZouUye TO EEOTTAOUA PIAG TTOAITIKG TTANYWHEVNG KOIVWVIOG TTOU €XEl CUCOWPEUCEI EVIATEIG
TIpIV akOpa atrd Tnv Kpion. MpoTtou eravéABoupe oTnV TTONITIKA pouTiva, TTPOTOU UTTOTAXTOUUE
Kal TTGAI OTOUG ATTATEWVEG AQIKIOTEG Twv Miviia TTou  vruBnkav Tnv  TTpofid Tou
«avTIEEOUTIOATH», OG EKUETAAAEUTOUPE TO TIPOCKAIPO QWG TNG ACTPATIG yia Vva
OUVEIBNTOTIOINOOUPE TO MEYEBOG TOU EeEXOPPBAAWMATOG KAl TO KOOTOG TNG VYEVIKEUPEVNG
onuaywyiag. Tati épxovtal 1o OUOKOAOI Kalpoi, KaBwg MOANIG Twpa pag ayyifouv ol
EMTITWOEIS TNG TTAYKOOUIOG Kpiong. lMapd 1o apioTepd OTEPEOTUTTO, CUXVA Ol KPIiOoEIg
AgIToupyoUlv «TTEIBaPXIKAY, ETIBERAILOVOUV TNV 10XU TWV IOXUPWVY Kal TNV aduvapia Twv
aduvapwy. Ta dpauatikd yeyovoTa pag £6eiEav PeTagl TTOAAWY GAAwWV TTpayudTwy, 11600
avaykaio €ival va avoifoupe Tov «@AKeAO veoAaia» pali HE TOV «PAKEAO QPTWXEIO» KAl éva
AIOTTPETTEG EAAXIOTO EYYUNUEVO €100DNUA WG «KATW GPIo» OTO KOIVWVIKG KOOTOG ThG KPIiong.

TouAdyioTov €101 dev Ba TTael xapévo To TTEVBOG, O KOTOOTPOWYEG KAl N OpynR TNG avnUTTOPIag
MIAG CUVTPITITIKAG KOIVWVIKAG TTAEIOWN@iag.

O TMiavvng BouUAyapng &i1ddoker oto TpAua [oAimkng EmotAung kai lotopiog Tou [Mavreiou
MavemmoTtnuiou



